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Request for Proposal

Description: Contract for Services - Ethiopia Energy Regulatory Framework assessment and ongoing support.
Project Location(s): Remote and Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Background:
Mercy Corps is a leading global organization powered by the belief that a better world is possible. In disaster, in hardship, in more than 40 countries around the world, we partner to put bold solutions into action helping people triumph over adversity and build stronger communities from within now and for the future.
Mercy Corps Ethiopia exists to alleviate suffering and poverty by helping people build secure, productive, and sustainable livelihoods. Since 2004, we have worked in rural, peri-urban and urban areas in five regional states, Somali, Oromia, Afar, Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples, Amahara, and the capital city,Addis Ababa. Our mission is to foster populations that are financially stable, healthy and nourished, and educated and informed, within a context where natural resources are accessed, shared and utilized sustainably, so people can lead productive livelihoods. Driven by local needs, our programs provide individuals, agencies and businesses with the tools and support they need to transform their lives, businesses, and communities. Our partners include government, academic institutions, development and private sector actors, civil societies and participating public. We strive to strengthen all of these institutions in the hopes that one day they become self-reliant.

Mercy Corps is looking for a contractor to engage for 50 days across 4 months to:

[bookmark: kix.s1v66plg4q0g]1. Conduct one assessment to review the national (federal) and sub-regional (Somali Region) regulatory framework and legislation on mini-grid development in displacement settings, with a focus on the role that national and international private sector companies could play (estimated Level of Effort, 25 days to be concentrated in 1.5 months).   
2. Support the dedicated project manager and legal expert to draft MoU and agreement letters with relevant stakeholders to ensure a solid regulatory basis for the project (estimated Level of Effort, 25 days). This support will be spread out during the remaining months of the project inception phase. 
  
Timeframe: 

May 14, 2020 - June 15, 2020 (approximately, with the first draft to be delivered by early June on the high-level feasibility of the project)

Deliverable 2: June 15, 2020 - August 15, 2020 (approximately) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Required Experience & Skills:
· Demonstrated experience in regulatory framework around energy access in Ethiopia, with specific focus on mini-grids development, ownership and management
· Excellent knowledge of the Government of Ethiopia’s structure and demonstrated experience in navigating it 
· Excellent knowledge of the regulatory framework for national and foreigner private sector investments, especially with regards of energy 
· Excellent knowledge of current and on-going legislation over solar energy, including tax and customs exemptions
· Being in Ethiopia at the time of submission of the proposal to ensure rapid deployment, also due to current Covid-19-related restrictions
· Fluency in English is mandatory, fluency in Aramaic and/or Arabic is a strong advantage 


Eligibility Criteria:
· Being an eligible business under the Ethiopian laws and regulations; and attach renewed Business license;
·  Being in good standing with any Ethiopian taxation or legal authority; and which can submit Value Added Tax (VAT) registration and Tax Identification Number (TIN) certificate;
· Having a satisfactory record of performance and business ethics based on information available to Mercy Corps;
· Please find the bid document on https://www.mercycorps.org/tenders
· Technical and financial proposals should be submitted separately to 
tenders@mercycorps.org on or before May 13th 2020 10:00am 

Eligible companies/firms have to submit the following:

· Company profile and CV of contractor;
· Statement of interest, Proposed methodology and work plan;
· Financial proposal with a detailed breakdown of costs (including all related costs) in USD  mentioning the terms of payment;
· Technical and financial proposal separately to tenders@mercycorps.org
· Technical questions can be sent to cragazzi@mercycorps.org ; and only till May 11th 2020;
· Failure to comply with any of the conditions indicated above will result in automatic rejection;
· Mercy Corps reserves the right to reject the  bid fully or partially;
· Bids received after this date may not be considered.
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